
Upland Workshop 
Flushing Dog Fundamentals 

A Two-Day Beginner to Advanced Seminar with Jordan Horak  

Saturday and Sunday, May 9-10, 2020 
Thornhill Farm 

15480 Woodbine Morgan Rd, Woodbine, MD 21797-8717 

Hosted by:  

Capital Region Flat-Coated Retriever Club 
Steve Surprenant, Event Chairman 

5 Stevens Court, Rockville, MD  20850 
workshop@crfcrc.org ▪ 301-279-7531	

“Vye” - CH Rowansgaard Eustacia Vye UD GO MH MHUA MX MXB MXJ OAP NJP. Vye, a Flat-Coated Retriever, was the 
first retriever ever to earn the AKC Master Hunter Upland (MHU) title (Feb 2013). She subsequently earned her MHUA title.  
 



A well-trained flushing dog is a beautiful sight – 
smartly covering ground and hunting within range, 
attentively responding to both whistle and hand, boldly 
flushing to wing while steady to shot, retrieving promptly 
to hand on land or over water, but… 

…what does it take to get a dog trained to this level? 

Jordan Horak 
Winner of the 2018 National Cocker Championship  
Winner of the 2018 Amateur National Cocker Championship 

 
Spaniels were originally bred to hunt, find, and flush upland 

game out of their hiding places – retrievers did the retrieving. To-
day’s upland spaniels and retrievers are expected to hunt, find, 
and flush, be steady to wing and shot, and retrieve. 

The CRFCRC is pleased to announce this late Spring training 
seminar to be led by professional trainer/handler Jordan Horak. 
The workshop is a two-day program for dogs and handlers who are 
beginning upland work, or who want help taking their dogs to a 
higher level.  

The seminar will present the fundamentals of yard and field 
training for upland flushing dogs with a focus on: 

P Foundation-building exercises and drills in the yard 
geared to puppies through adult dogs, with AKC Junior-, Senior- 
or Master-level goals.  

P Using placeboards, speed leads and no leads to teach 
basic upland commands, e.g., place, casting-off, quartering, 
hand signals, steadiness, whistle commands (hup, turn, draw-in 
and recall), and gone away.  

P Transitioning from yard work to field work. 

P Building a solid foundation for a successful long-term 
relationship with your dog for upland activities.  

There will some field time using live birds on the second day. 
Dogs that demonstrate a certain level of competence with foun-
dation work on Saturday may be asked to participate in a demon-
stration using live birds on Sunday.  

This will be a “hands-on” workshop limited to 12 working teams 
(dogs and handlers) and 12 auditors. Working teams will receive 
instructional guidance directly from Jordan, and all working dogs will 
participate both days.  The workshop will include interactive discus-
sion with all attendees, so auditors are encouraged!  

Are you and your dog a candidate for this seminar? Handlers and 
owners of all levels of experi-
ence and interest are wel-
come. Ideally, participating 
dogs should have a demon-
strated desire to retrieve. The 
ideal human attendee isn't 
looking for a quick fix, but is in-
stead looking for ways to build 
a strong upland relationship 
with their dog.  

In particular, those inter-
ested in AKC Spaniel Hunting 
Tests* (often referred to as Up-
land Hunt Tests) are encour-
aged to attend. Spaniel Hunt-
ing Test judges evaluate the 
performance of dogs based on 
their natural ability to hunt, find 
game, flush, and retrieve. 
Judges also score a dog’s work 
in the field based on its learned abilities – range, pattern, gun re-
sponse, and response to commands. Every dog is assessed based 
on its breed hunting style and skills, and performance is scored on a 
pass/fail basis.  

*The first AKC Spaniel Hunt Test was held on July 13, 1988.  
Only 7 breeds were allowed to participate: English Springer, Welsh 
Springer, English Cocker, American Cocker, Field, Sussex, and 
Clumber Spaniels. Over the next few years, interest grew steadily 
every year and additional spaniel breeds were allowed entry.  In 
terms of retrievers, AKC approved the entry of Flat-Coats and Curl-
ies in 2012, Goldens and Labs in 2013, Chessies in 2015 and Tol-
lers just last year.  

Emy Marier (Pheasants Forever) and her Flat-Coated
Retriever “Lux”. 



 Today, AKC eligible 
breeds include:  Airedale 
Terriers, American Water 
Spaniels, Boykin Spaniels, 
Chesapeake Bay Retriev-
ers, Clumber Spaniels, 
Cocker Spaniels, Curly-
Coated Retrievers, English 
Cocker Spaniels, English 
Springer Spaniels, Field 
Spaniels, Flat-Coated Re-
trievers, Golden Retrievers, 
Irish Water Spaniels, Lab-
rador Retrievers, Nova Sco-
tia Duck Tolling Retrievers, 
Sussex Spaniels, Poodles, 
& Welsh Springer Spaniels. 

 
 
 

LOCATION 
Thornhill Farm 

15480 Woodbine Morgan Rd, Woodbine, MD 21797 

From I-70, Exit 73 (between Baltimore and Frederick, MD):  

1. Heading east or west on I-70, take exit 73 and head north 
towards Woodbine. 

2. Turn left onto MD-94 North/Woodbine Rd.  
3. Drive 0.6 miles and at the traffic circle, continue straight 

onto Woodbine Rd. 
4. Drive 0.9 miles and turn right onto Morgan Woodbine Rd. 
5. Drive 0.7 miles and turn left onto a private road until you 

see several mailboxes ganged together under a small 
roof along with a white signpost behind with address 
numbers 15440, 15460, 15480, and 15500. 

6. Drive 0.1 miles and turn left onto private drive at 15480 
Woodbine Morgan Rd. 

SCHEDULE AND FORMAT 
Saturday, May 9 — 8:30 am to approximately 5:30 pm 

8:30 am: Check-in; enjoy coffee and a light breakfast. 

9:00 am: Assemble in the yard. Introductions. Overview 
from Jordan about upland training and spaniel hunt tests. 
Each working team will describe to Jordan and the group 
where they are in their training and their workshop goals. 
Based on this information, Jordan will begin calling forth 
handler teams and tailor a drill for them based on further 
one-on-one conversation on each team’s upland level and 
experience. 

12:00 pm:  Break for lunch. 
1:00 pm:  Assemble back in the yard; working teams 
continue to run drills with Jordan. 

5:00 pm:  Session ends with Q&A.  
6:15 pm:  BBQ/potluck at Thornhill Farm.  

Sunday, May 10 — 8:30 am to approximately 4:30 pm 

8:30 am:  Assemble in the field. Light breakfast while Jordan 
answers questions and discusses previous day’s work. 
9:00 am:  Yard vs. Field Training discussion. Intro to field 
concepts and field demonstration. 
12:00 pm:  Assemble back in the yard and break for lunch.  
1:00 pm:  In the yard, working teams continue to run drills.  
End of day:  Q&A, discussion and final comments from 
Jordan at the conclusion of the workshop.  

CRFCRC will provide coffee and pastries each morning, and lunch 
each day. Liquid refreshments will be available during the day.  Sat-
urday evening a BBQ / potluck get-together will be held at Thornhill 
Farm. 

PLEASE NOTE: This is a tentative schedule. Workshop topics 
covered will be adjusted based on the needs of the working 
teams, the weather, or other factors. Topics listed in this pre-
mium are representative and not meant to be all-inclusive.   

“Sam” - GCH Poplar Forest Play It Again Sam UD RE MH MHU.
Sam is the first Labrador Retriever to become an Upland Master
Hunter (October 2013). 



ACCOMMODATIONS 
Mount Airy Budget Inn  
15 minutes from workshop site 
4500 Baltimore National Pike Mount Airy, MD 21771  
(301) 829-1474    https://www.mtairybudgetinn.com 

Turf Valley Resort 
20 minutes from workshop site 
2700 Turf Valley Road, Ellicott City, Maryland 21042 
(410) 465-1500    https://www.turfvalley.com/ 

CRFCRC has not worked out special hotel rates with the hotels 
listed above and is not endorsing these particular hotels.   

There are other dog-friendly hotels in Frederick, Ellicott City, and 
Baltimore, Maryland which are further away from the workshop 
location.  Please check directly with hotels regarding rates, dogs 
in room, and deposits that may be required. 
 

EMERGENCY VETERINARIAN 
BluePearl Pet Hospital  (Open 24 hours, 7 days a week) 
1 Taft Ct, Rockville, MD 20850 
(301) 637-3228  
https://bluepearlvet.com/hospital/rockville-md/ 

WHAT TO BRING 
All Participants: 

 Workshop will be held 
outdoors, so be 
prepared for any 
weather.  

 Clothing/footwear 
appropriate for dog 
training and 
appropriate to the 
weather forecast. 

 Chair 

 Pad of paper, a pen, 
and a highlighter pen 

 A clip board or something else to write on 

 Sunglasses, sunscreen and bug spray 

 Plenty of water 

 Lots of questions 

Working handlers also should bring: 

 Water for your dog  

 Squirt bottle to water your dog during drills  

 Flat buckle or training collar 

 Regular lead (slip lead) 

 Whistle (spaniel whistle preferred) 

 Orange vest or jacket  

 E-collar (optional; there will be no specific e-collar training) 
 

Video cameras and still photographs are permitted. 

 
 

 

“Tito” - CH Rosewood Little Giant UDX VER RA MHU SH MXP MJP T2BP XFP DJ. Tito is the first Golden
Retriever to earn the MHU title (August 2014).  

“Hud” as a happy pup on an excited chukar retrieve. Boykin 
Spaniel GCHB CH Texas Trace Hudson Bend JH 



JORDAN HORAK 
“I plan on winning. That's my approach whenever  

I enter a field trial. My expectation isn't just to 'make a 
good showing' or 'gain valuable experience'. It's to win.” 

From the article "The Cocker World’s Dog Whisperer" in the  
September/October 2009 edition of Sporting Classics magazine. 

 

Having grown up hunt-
ing with retrievers, Jordan 
discovered English Cocker 
Spaniels over 10 years ago 
when he needed a smaller 
hunting dog. He became 
smitten with the breed’s 
biddable disposition, intelli-
gence, contagious personal-
ity, companionship, and de-
sire and ability to hunt all 
day.  

A mostly self-taught 
trainer who received lots of 
help along the way, Jordan 
initially learned how to train 
and handle his dogs by poring over books and videos. Seven 
years ago, he began entering upland hunt tests and then turned 
to upland field trials in the fall of 2014, falling in love with the 
competitiveness of the sport. 

In his young career, Jordan has earned titles that elude many 
trainers throughout their entire professional lives. He's a thought-
ful people person who specializes in molding high-drive dogs into 
top performers. In 2018, Jordan realized a long-term goal of win-
ning the National Cocker Championship. He is also the winner of 
the 2018 Amateur National Cocker Championship and has 
earned many more AKC Hunt Test and Field Trial placements and 
awards.  In addition to English Cocker Spaniels, Jordan has 
worked with Springer Spaniels, Boykin Spaniels, Golden Retriev-
ers, Flat-Coated Retrievers, and Labrador Retrievers.  

 

Jordan currently 
lives in Fremont, 
Wisconsin where he 
owns and operates 
Juggernaut Gundogs.  
He is also the founder 
and owner of Cato 
Outdoors, a company 
specializing in dog 
training tools and 
methods geared 
toward upland and 
other training.   

To explore Jordan’s 
training videos, follow 
this link:   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClM1gJ3Q9WTcd0OxMFLQiHA 
 

If you’re interested in reading some of Jordan’s training blogs, they 
are available at:   

https://catooutdoors.com/blogs/cato-outdoors 
 Jordan Horak and “Breeze” – NAFC  FC  AFC Juggernaut 

Cool Breeze, an English Cocker Spaniel and 2018 National 
Amateur  Cocker Champion. 
 

The “eyes” have it! Jordan works on eye contact, focus, and atten-
tion with a group of Spaniels. 

 

Emphasizing “quiet hunt” training (soft whistles and hand signals) with “Cato” - NFC Warrener’s Sky Lark, an 
English Cocker Spaniel and 2018 National Cocker Champion. 



Flushing Dog Fundamentals - May 9-10, 2020  
Please complete, sign and return this registration form and waiver (the 

Agreement on the next page) along with a check made payable to CRFCRC to: 
Steve Surprenant, 5 Stevens Court, Rockville, MD  20850 

Only the first 12 dog/handler work team entries will be accepted. 
Auditors will be limited to 14 per day. 

Registration for CRFCRC members starts Monday, Feb 3, 2020. 
Registration for all others starts Monday, Feb 17, 2020. 

$300.00 Working Team participant fee 

$225.00 CRFCRC Member Working Team participant fee* 

$150.00 Auditor fee for both days 

$125.00 CRFCRC Member auditor fee for both days* 

$100.00 Auditor fee for one day only 

$75.00 CRFCRC Member auditor fee for one day only * 
* discounted fee rates are available to 2020 CRFCRC members in good standing.  

If you signed up for a working spot and all working spots have filled, check this box if you would 
like to convert your registration to an auditor spot (you will be refunded for difference in price). 

 Working Teams are limited to two (2) dogs per handler, but only one (1) dog can be worked per concept/drill. 
 No refunds for cancellations.  Registration transfers to others will be allowed if approved by CRFCRC. 
 Please fill out the form below. Feel free to use a separate page if you want to provide more info to Jordan. 

AGREEMENT 
I (we) acknowledge that in consideration of the acceptance 

of this application and the opportunity to attend the seminar and 
to learn valuable field training skills from experienced trainers, I 
(we) agree to hold Cato Outdoors, LLC and Capital Region Flat-
Coated Retriever Club (CRFCRC), their respective members, di-
rectors, governors, officers, agents, superintendents and/or 
Event Chairman and the owner or lessor of the premises and any 
employees of the aforementioned parties, harmless from any 
claim for loss or injury which may be alleged to have been caused 
directly or indirectly to any person or things by the act of this dog 
while in or upon the seminar premises or grounds or near any 
entrance thereto, and I (we) personally assume all responsibility 
and liability for any such claim; and I (we) further agree to hold 
the aforementioned parties harmless from any claim for loss of 
this dog by disappearance, theft, damage, or injury caused or al-
leged to be caused by the negligence of the club or any of the 
parties aforementioned, or by the negligence of any other per-
son, or any other cause or causes.  

I (we) hereby assume the sole responsibility for and to indem-
nify and save the aforementioned parties harmless from any and 
all loss and expense (including legal fees) by reason of the liabil-
ity imposed by law upon any of the aforementioned parties for 
damage because of bodily injuries, including death at any time 
resulting therefrom, sustained by any person or persons, includ-
ing myself (ourselves) or on account of damage to property, aris-
ing out of or in consequence of my (our) participation in this sem-
inar, however such injuries, death or damage to property may be 
caused, and whether or not the same may have been caused or 
may be alleged to have been caused by negligence of the afore-
mentioned parties or any of their employees or agents, or any 
other persons.  

Please read the premium information carefully and fill out 
your sign-up form completely and sign below: 

 
_________        _________________________________________ 
Date Participant 

 

 

Your Name: 

Phone: E-Mail: 

Breed and Dog(s) Call Name: 

Dog’s Sex: Dog’s Age: 

WORKING TEAM APPLICANTS:  Please describe IN DETAIL the upland level of 
your dog(s) and on what skills you would like to focus: 
(Auditors: List any topics you are particularly interested in seeing addressed at this workshop). 
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